
Corporate Partnership Guide
Help Show Persecuted LGBTQ+ People 

#YouBelong



About AsylumConnect                                     

Mission: Facilitate the safe navigation of people fleeing persecution due to their sexual orientation 
or gender identity.

Vision: End the persecution and marginalization of LGBTQ+ people. 

About: AsylumConnect is a nonprofit organization providing the world’s first tech resource 
platform designed for people fleeing persecution due to sexual orientation or gender identity. 

In over 80 countries it remains illegal or fundamentally unsafe to be LGBTQ+. From leaving their 
dangerous home country to resettlement, it is often a matter of life-or-death for LGBTQ+ asylum 
seekers to be able to easily identify and connect with legitimate and affirming lawyers and other 
direct service providers. AsylumConnect fills this information gap. 

LGBTQ+ asylum seekers and other LGBTQ+ people in need use AsylumConnect’s free resource 
website and mobile app to find verified safe LGBTQ+ affirming and immigrant friendly legal, medical, 
mental health and social services in seconds, 24/7. Since 2016, AsylumConnect’s free technology 
has connected thousands to verified LGBTQ+ affirming and immigrant friendly services. 
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Testimonials                                     

 “I know that I either leave this place or die. Any information [on the LGBTQ asylum 
process] will be very valuable to me as I am all by myself here.  I have no friends 
knowing about me nor any family member. My only source is the internet.”
 —Trans asylum seeker from the Middle East to AsylumConnect

“If AsylumConnect had existed when I was applying for asylum it would have made 
my life much easier. AsylumConnect’s work truly saves lives. I was homeless for 
about three years because I could not find services for undocumented lesbians, 
work, or anyone who could explain to me how the immigration process work[ed] 
and what my options were.” 
— Lesbian asylee from Mexico

“It’s wonderful to see AsylumConnect continue to thrive. I will be needing it now 
more than ever. A huge thanks to [AsylumConnect] for all the work and advocacy 
you are doing for us; especially a time like this.”
 — Bisexual asylum seeker from Jamaica



Our Story

AsylumConnect co-founders Sy and Jamie met as college students at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Sy shared his personal experience struggling to find safe resources during his own 
U.S. asylum process. Despite access to technology, upon arrival in the United States Sy struggled 
as a gay immigrant to know where it was safe to go for help to meet his basic needs, from finding 
legitimate pro bono legal representation to LGBTQ+ affirming health care, mental health support, 
housing, and educational opportunities. Coming from a conservative background, the feeling of 
not being able to live authentically deeply resonated with Jamie. 

Together, during their senior year at Penn, Sy and Jamie co-founded the tech nonprofit 
AsylumConnect to extend a digital lifeline to other persecuted and marginalized LGBTQ+ people. 

AsylumConnect is founded on the belief that every LGBTQ+ person deserves the safety and 
freedom to live authentically.

When AsylumConnect reaches scale, every LGBTQ+ person 
will know where it is safe to go for help regardless of their 
sexual orientation, gender identity, immigration status, race/
ethnicity or income level.
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AsylumConnect Catalog
Launched in 2016, the AsylumConnect Catalog is the world’s first tech resource platform 
designed for those fleeing persecution due to sexual orientation or gender identity. 

LGBTQ+ asylum seekers and other LGBTQ+ people in need (such as other LGBTQ+ 
immigrants and LGBTQ+ homeless or isolated youth) use AsylumConnect’s free resource 
website and mobile app to find verified safe LGBTQ+ affirming and immigrant friendly 
legal, medical, mental health and social services in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, 
24/7. Lawyers also use the free tech platform to efficiently gather verified medical, mental 
health and social service referrals for LGBTQ+ clients. 

We plan to scale to all 50 states and globally to ensure every LGBTQ+ person finds safety. 
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Our Impact     

20,000+ users on our platform in 2020
(40,000+ since 2016) 

Users By Location (2020)

1. United States (17,000+)
2. Canada (550+)
3. Mexico (180+)
4. Other* (2,000+)

*Users from India, China, Malaysia, Turkey, Nigeria, South Korea, Philippines, Russia, Egypt, 
United Arab Emirates, Lebanon, Jamaica & more

The AsylumConnect Catalog has been accessed by users in
160+ unique countries to date.
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“Thank you so much. I was trying to gather information such as yours, but this is 
the most comprehensive I have ever read.” 
— LGBTQ+ asylum seeker from the Caribbean

“My office is glad to learn that AsylumConnect exists. So many asylum-seekers 
don’t know where to turn & worry that ‘help’ will discriminate.”
 — Asylum attorney focusing on LGBTQ+/SOGI claims on the West Coast

“I’m so excited about AsylumConnect’s work. It’s exactly what’s needed. We have 
people getting on trains to reach us when we can’t help more people or people 
who need help in other parts of the country, we can use the AsylumConnect 
Catalog to tell them where it is safe to go.”  
— Nonprofit user in New England
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“We are proud to support our CGI U students turning 
#IdeasIntoAction through critically important mental 
health initiatives. [Jamie] Sgarro [and AsylumConnect] 
is working to help LGBTQ people seek refuge from 
persecution in their home countries.”
— Former U.S. President Bill Clinton

“The Forbes 30 Under 30 list has become the preeminent recognition for the most up-and-
coming visionaries, game-changers and pioneers the world has to offer – and we can’t wait to 
see what they accomplish next.”
— Randall Lane, Chief Content Officer, Forbes

“The work that AsylumConnect is doing for the LGBTQ+ 
community is more important now in 2019 than ever 
before. I am beyond proud to support them in their mission 
of providing access to care and resources for LGBTQ+ 
asylum seekers, and that our technology is going to play 
even a small role in helping them improve the lives of their 
community of users.”
— Dennis Crowley, Co-Founder & Executive Chairman, 
Foursquare

Featured Supporter Testimonials
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Our Funders
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Additional Supporters
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Partnership Opportunities     

Our corporate partners support persecuted LGBTQ+ people in their quest to live authentically 
while demonstrating a strong commitment to equality, diversity and inclusion. Corporate partners 
contribute financially to AsylumConnect at the following investment levels:

Justice Partners ($100K+)  

Equality Partners ($50K+)  

Liberty Partner ($25k+)  

Freedom Partners ($10K+)

Pride Partners ($5K-$10K)  



Benefits 

Partner with AsylumConnect to showcase your company’s strong commitment to equality, diversity, 
inclusion and acceptance.

Learn more about our five levels of corporate partnership below.

Pride Partner ($5K-$10k)
• Logo placement on AsylumConnect’s website
• Logo inclusion on signage at one (1) event hosted by the AsylumConnect Junior Board of young 

professionals
• Logo placement in annual report
• Feature in one (1) email newsletter
• Two (2) mentions on social media

Freedom Partner ($10K+)
• Logo placement on AsylumConnect’s website
• Logo inclusion on signage at one (1) event hosted by the AsylumConnect Junior Board of young 

professionals
• Logo placement in annual report
• Feature in one (1) email newsletter
• Four (4) mentions on social media
• Ability for one (1) representative to speak to the Junior Board of young professionals virtually 

(via our guest speakers series)
• One (1) customized employee engagement opportunity per year, such as:

• Host a phone bank at your offices (or remotely) for an impactful day of volunteering where 
employees can contribute directly to AsylumConnect’s resource verification process and 
help build the world’s first tech resource platform designed for those fleeing persecution due 
to LGBTQ+ status

• Sponsor the AsylumConnect Junior Board’s Guest Speaker Series at your office (or remotely) 
and invite your employees to attend

• Up to two (2) guaranteed spaces for your employees (ages 21 to 40) on the AsylumConnect 
Junior Board

• For tech companies: Partner with AsylumConnect to host a hackathon and invite your 
engineers and designers to develop a new feature to enhance AsylumConnect’s free 
resource website and mobile app
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Liberty Partner ($25K+)
• Logo placement on AsylumConnect’s website
• Logo inclusion on signage at one (1) event hosted by the AsylumConnect Junior Board of young 

professionals
• Logo placement in annual report
• Feature in two (2) email newsletters
• Four (4) mentions on social media
• Ability for one (1) representative to speak to the Junior Board of young professionals virtually 

(via our guest speakers series)
• Up to two (2) customized employee engagement opportunities per year, such as:

• Host a phone bank at your offices (or remotely) for an impactful day of volunteering where 
employees can contribute directly to AsylumConnect’s resource verification process and 
help build the world’s first tech resource platform designed for those fleeing persecution due 
to LGBTQ+ status

• Sponsor the AsylumConnect Junior Board’s Guest Speaker Series at your office (or remotely) 
and invite your employees to attend

• Up to four (4) guaranteed spaces for your employees (ages 21 to 40) on the AsylumConnect 
Junior Board

• For tech companies: Partner with AsylumConnect to host a hackathon and invite your 
engineers and designers to develop a new feature to enhance AsylumConnect’s free 
resource website and mobile app

Equality Partner ($50K+)
• Logo placement on AsylumConnect’s website
• Logo inclusion on signage at one (1) event hosted by the AsylumConnect Junior Board of young 

professionals
• Logo placement in annual report
• Feature in three (3) email newsletters
• Four (4) mentions on social media
• Ability for one (1) representative to speak to the Junior Board of young professionals virtually 

(via our guest speakers series)
• Up to three (3) customized employee engagement opportunities per year, such as:

• Host a phone bank at your offices (or remotely) for an impactful day of volunteering where 
employees can contribute directly to AsylumConnect’s resource verification process and 
help build the world’s first tech resource platform designed for those fleeing persecution due 
to LGBTQ+ status

• Sponsor the AsylumConnect Junior Board’s Guest Speaker Series at your office (or remotely) 
and invite your employees to attend

• Up to six (6) guaranteed spaces for your employees (ages 21 to 40) on the AsylumConnect 
Junior Board

• For tech companies: Partner with AsylumConnect to host a hackathon and invite your 
engineers and designers to develop a new feature to enhance AsylumConnect’s free 
resource website and mobile app
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Justice Partner ($100K+)
• Logo placement on AsylumConnect’s website
• Logo inclusion on signage at one (1) event hosted by the AsylumConnect Junior Board of young 

professionals
• Logo placement in annual report
• Feature in four (4) email newsletters
• Six (6) mentions on social media
• Ability for up to two (2) representatives to speak to the Junior Board of young professionals 

virtually (via our guest speakers series)
• Up to four (4) customized employee engagement opportunities per year, such as:

• Host a phone bank at your offices for an impactful day of volunteering where employees can 
contribute directly to AsylummConnect’s resource verification process and help build the 
world’s first tech resource platform designed for those fleeing persecution due to LGBTQ+ 
status

• Sponsor the AsylumConnect Junior Board’s Guest Speaker Series at your office (or remotely) 
and invite your employees to attend

• Up to ten (10) guaranteed spaces for your employees (ages 21 to 40) on the AsylumConnect 
Junior Board

• For tech companies: Partner with AsylumConnect to host a hackathon and invite your 
engineers and designers to develop a new feature to enhance AsylumConnect’s free 
resource website and mobile app

Custom Remote Employee Engagement Opportunities

• Remote Phone Bank
• Remote Hackathon
• Remote Translation (Spanish)

LEARN MORE
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https://asylumconnect.org/corporate-partner-employee-engagement-opportunities/
https://asylumconnect.org/corporate-partner-employee-engagement-opportunities/


Press Highlights

August 2020 NBC OUT
Trump proposals threaten LGBTQ asylum-seekers’ hopes of refuge in U.S.

July 2020 The American Prospect
The Public Comment Battle to Save American Asylumin U.S.

July 2020 Forbes.com 
Trump’s New Asylum Regulations Could Have Devastating Effects For LGBTQ People. The Leaders Of 
AsylumConnect Explain Why.

June 2020 The Hill 
This World Refugee Day and Pride month we need to save LGBTQ asylum (Op-ed)

December 2019 Forbes
Forbes 30 Under 30, Class of 2020 (Law & Policy List)

November 2019 GO Magazine
This New App For LGBTQ Asylum Seekers Is A Game-Changer

September 2019 Teen Vogue
LGBTQ Asylum Seekers Face Layered Marginalization, So These Four Organizations Are Here to Help

August 2019 Forbes
Katie Sgarro’s AsylumConnect Helps LGBTQ Asylum Seekers Access Safe Help

June 2019 NowThis
AsylumConnect Helps LGBTQ+ Asylum Seekers Find Safe Resources in the U.S.  (Video)

June 2019 The Clinton Foundation’s “Why Am I Telling You This?” Podcast 
Stonewall 50: Pride, Progress, and the Future Fight for LGBTQ+ Rights  (Podcast)

August 2018 The Daily Beast 
The Malaysian Gay Man Fighting for His Life, and Many Other LGBT Asylum Seekers  

September 2015 Philadelphia Magazine
Penn Alumni Establish First Ever Online Resource For LGBT Asylum Seekers  
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https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/trump-proposals-threaten-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-hopes-refuge-u-s-n1236736
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/trump-proposals-threaten-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-hopes-refuge-u-s-n1236736
https://prospect.org/justice/the-public-comment-battle-to-save-american-asylum/
https://prospect.org/justice/the-public-comment-battle-to-save-american-asylum/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollysprayregen/2020/07/12/trumps-new-asylum-regulations-could-have-devastating-effects-for-lgbtq-people-the-leaders-of-asylumconnect-explain-why/#367fef0b6858
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollysprayregen/2020/07/12/trumps-new-asylum-regulations-could-have-devastating-effects-for-lgbtq-people-the-leaders-of-asylumconnect-explain-why/#367fef0b6858
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollysprayregen/2020/07/12/trumps-new-asylum-regulations-could-have-devastating-effects-for-lgbtq-people-the-leaders-of-asylumconnect-explain-why/#367fef0b6858
https://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/503580-this-world-refugee-day-and-pride-month-we-need-to-save-lgbtq-asylum
https://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/503580-this-world-refugee-day-and-pride-month-we-need-to-save-lgbtq-asylum
https://www.forbes.com/30-under-30/2020/law-policy/
https://www.forbes.com/30-under-30/2020/law-policy/
http://gomag.com/article/this-new-app-for-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-is-a-game-changer/
http://gomag.com/article/this-new-app-for-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-is-a-game-changer/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbtq-asylum-seekers-marginalization-four-organizations-help-resource-guide
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbtq-asylum-seekers-marginalization-four-organizations-help-resource-guide
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollysprayregen/2019/08/14/katie-sgarros-asylumconnect-helps-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-access-safe-services/#81715e3ff842
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollysprayregen/2019/08/14/katie-sgarros-asylumconnect-helps-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-access-safe-services/#81715e3ff842
https://nowthisnews.com/videos/news/asylumconnect-helps-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-find-resources-in-the-us
https://nowthisnews.com/videos/news/asylumconnect-helps-lgbtq-asylum-seekers-find-resources-in-the-us
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stonewall-50-pride-progress-future-fight-for-lgbtq/id1462232601?i=1000442930121
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stonewall-50-pride-progress-future-fight-for-lgbtq/id1462232601?i=1000442930121
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-malaysian-gay-man-fighting-for-his-life-and-many-other-lgbt-asylum-seekers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-malaysian-gay-man-fighting-for-his-life-and-many-other-lgbt-asylum-seekers
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2015/09/10/penn-alumni-lgbt-asylum-seekers/
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2015/09/10/penn-alumni-lgbt-asylum-seekers/
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Connect with Us

Facebook (@AsylumConnect)

Twitter (@AsylumConnect)

Instagram (@asylumconnect) 

YouTube (@AsylumConnect)

If you are interested in learning more about our corporate partnership opportunities, please email 
corporate.partnerships@asylumconnect.org. We’d love to hear from you!



Page 4

Notes                                                         


